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Dear Friends,  

As we look ahead, we also pause to reflect on 2025, a year that marked Pretend City’s 16th year in Irvine. At the heart of our work is a simple 
truth: play is just the beginning. Within our walls, play sparks healthy child development, nurtures a love of learning, strengthens family and 
community connections, and creates inspiring experiences for families, caregivers, and educators. 

All of this is possible because of you: our donors, members, staff, volunteers, and community and corporate partners. Your generosity fueled 
every milestone. In recognition of this impact, Pretend City was honored as the 2025 Nonprofit of the Year by California Assembly District 73. 

Throughout the year, we saw countless reminders that play is a gateway to growth and wellbeing. Babies took their first steps at Baby Steps. 
Title 1 students explored every person’s role in a thriving community during field trips. Picky eaters tried (and liked!) new foods at Cooking in 
the City. Pretend City remains a place where children explore freely, take risks, and discover who they are. 

Play has a remarkable way of bringing people together while building essential skills. Parents and caregivers found support and connections 
during Way to Play Days and Neurodivergent Family Nights. Behavioral therapists and pediatric health students offered expert guidance, and 
our partnerships deepened through expanded programming, group volunteering, and new grant funding. We also welcomed new board 
members whose leadership, expertise, and passion strengthen our vision for the future at the Great Park and reinforce our long-term 
sustainability. 

Now in our 17th year, we remain dedicated to inclusive, welcoming programs that support families, celebrate diversity, and strengthen 
community connections. Today, Pretend City stands as Orange County’s premier hub for early childhood education, and we are deeply 
grateful for every new and continued supporter who recognizes the importance of investing in a child’s earliest years. 

Play may be just the beginning . . . but its impact lasts a lifetime. 

With gratitude,

Erin Boyl
Chair, Board of Directors
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Kyle Suryan
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Carl Tong
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2025 Board of Directors

Our dedicated 2025 Board of Directors provides guidance and leadership, serve as ambassadors, and make generous financial commitments to help advance 
our mission. Their commitment to excellence helps to ensure enriching experiences for all who visit and partner with us.

Alexandra B. Airth – Co-Founder

Sandy Stone – Co-Founder
Business Consultant

Erin Boyl – Chair
BMO

Mark Montoya – Vice Chair
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Sientra
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Foundation Building Materials

Travis Boyd
CBRE
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Lady Luck Gourmet
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Ronald M. Simon Family Foundation
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Pacific Life

Moises Gonzalez
Northgate Market
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Former Board Chair
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Leo Pharmaceuticals

Casey McCracken
Gibson Dunn

Kathy Mohanna
PIMCO

Kari Moore
Crossover Health

Andrew Morrow
Cushman & Wakefield

Iman Movahed
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Where Play is Just the Beginning

for Belonging

In 2025, nearly 200,000 guests
counted on Pretend City to engage their 
curiosities and imaginations through 
dramatic play and rich educational learning 
experiences.

Pretend City proudly celebrates welcoming 
more than 2.6 million guests and counting 
since our opening in 2009!

Families came together in a space where every 
child is welcomed and celebrated.



Growing Up at Pretend City

Where Play is Just the Beginning 
for Early Support

Pretend City uses the Ages & Stages Questionnaire (ASQ) to assess 
children’s developmental progress across key skills and behaviors. 

In 2025, 1,475 children received free Health Assessments and 
Developmental Screenings. These screenings help identify delays early, 
highlight strengths, and connect families to resources when support 
matters most. They also give caregivers the knowledge and confidence to 
nurture their child’s growth.

“Thank you for your kindness 
and support in guiding me 
and my son, Braden, toward 
the services and assistance he 
needs.

Your help has made a 
meaningful difference in our 
lives, and we are truly 
grateful.” - Maryam 



Growing Up at Pretend City
Where Play is Just the Beginning 

for All

Our expanded Neurodivergent Family Nights are designed to 
feel calm, comfortable, and welcoming. We dim lights, turn off 
loud sounds, and keep attendance small so families can explore at 
their own pace. Staff are always nearby providing noise-cancelling 
headphones, fidget toys, sunglasses and weighted materials 
helping children feel at ease.

Creating a truly inclusive space is core to who we are, and we’re 
proud to offer nights that honor every child’s unique way of 
experiencing the world.

“My kids love Pretend City! And we are so grateful for Neurodivergent 
Nights. I love sharing stories to get more families like ours to 
encourage more families to come out. It can feel scary at first but 
knowing that options like Pretend City exist is definitely worth 
spreading!” - Ashley 



Where Play Is Just the Beginning 

for Science

Just like in a real city, Pretend City is always 
evolving with learning spaces that change 
throughout the year to spark curiosity and 
discovery.

Last summer, children and their grownups 
explored the fascinating world of tubes like 
never before! Our space took children on an 
exciting journey through a STEAM-based 
exploration of tubes in all shapes and sizes. 



Where Play is Just the Beginning 

for Collaboration

Educational daily programming brings families together through 
engaging, accessible, and culturally meaningful experiences. 

By partnering with community organizations and educators, we 
create opportunities for shared learning, exploration, and 
connection - helping families feel included, inspired, and connected.

We’re grateful to all our community partners whose 
collaboration makes our work possible. Special thanks to 
the partners who helped us pilot new initiatives, expand 

outreach and deepen family support.

Philharmonic Society of Orange County, Chapman 
University, Second Harvest Food Bank, Farmhouse 

Friends, MemorialCare, Rady Children’s Health 
Culinary Medicine, The Co-Creative Center, and       

Start Well

Pictured (left) are UCI Nursing students with 2025 Pretend City 
Mayor Stefan.



Pretend City is a welcoming place for all. Our Home and Café learning spaces, along with monthly 
Cooking in the City, are designed to reflect diverse cultures and family traditions - inviting children to explore, 

share, and see themselves represented in our community.

We also welcomed the Cardenas Family to share their Latin culture and unique living in a 
mobile RV, upon “moving” into our Home. 

We welcomed King’s Hawaiian into our Café. Families experienced the flavors and traditions of 
Hawaii as we brought Hawaiian cuisine and community to the City.

Where Play is Just the Beginning 
for Shared Spaces



Where Play is Just the Beginning 

for Innovation
​STEM programming helps develop early critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills while 
fostering creativity and innovation. When 
children play with STEM concepts, they are 
building their analytical, mathematical and 
language skills, a major factor in helping ensure 
children don't fall behind later in school.

In 2025, STEM Up to the Challenge put the fun 
in science through exciting activities like 
launching mini rockets, creating elephant 
toothpaste, experimenting with dry ice bubbles, 
and making snowstorms.

“My child had so much fun with the STEM 
activities! They were learning without even 
realizing it and talked about it all the way home.”
 
-Pete



Where Play is Just the Beginning 

for Creativity
Our Art Studio is a beloved space where creativity takes the lead. 
Children dive into process-focused art that celebrates imagination 
over perfection. With open-ended materials and myriad mediums to 
explore, young artists are free to express themselves and create in 
their own unique ways.

Tactile experiences shape neural pathways. When children squeeze 
clay, stack blocks, and feel different textures, they’re supporting 
their cognitive growth, including memory, attention and problem-
solving.

“The Art Studio is equally as transformative for caregivers who 
are able to draw inspiration from our emphasis on accessible art 
materials and projects and then implement these practices at 
home.“

-Anissa (Education Program Manager)



Where Play is Just the Beginning 
for Community Engagement

Volunteers play an important role in creating a welcoming, playful experience 

for families. They help engage young learners, answer questions, and support 

hands-on exploration. During special events and through administrative work, 

they help ensure everything runs smoothly. Their presence helps families feel 

supported, connected, and inspired during every visit.  

Middle-and high school volunteers are core to our program while 

more corporate teams than ever in 2025 discovered the richness of Pretend 

City.

"Everyone I volunteer with is 
so passionate about 
Pretend City’s mission, and I 
love contributing to an 
environment that cares 
about the impact the next 
generation will have in this 
world.

Volunteering at Pretend City 
matters because kids 
deserve a safe place to 
discover their passions and 
have fun!”

-Max 



Where Play is Just the Beginning 

for Lifelong Learning

Pretend City partnered with PNC Bank, MOMS 
OC, Children’s Home Society, and Families 
Forward, organizations dedicated to supporting 
lower income families, to provide parent 
education workshops and family engagement 
to 61 families, including annual memberships 
for continued learning, support and connection. 

“Pretend City has brought us closer together as a family. It’s 
a place where both my kids, despite their different interests, 
feel completely at home. 

As a parent, it has given me peace of mind and new 
inspiration. I feel more connected to how my kids learn and 
grow, and more confident supporting that through play. 
Pretend City isn’t just a place we visit — it’s part of our 
routine, our memories, and our growth. It’s where my kids 
feel seen, where I feel supported, and where we all genuinely 
belong.”

-Grateful Parent



Where Play is Just the Beginning 

for Everyone

At Pretend City, we believe every child deserves 
the chance to learn, play, and feel a sense of 
belonging - no matter their background or 
circumstances. That’s why we work closely with 
schools, nonprofits, and community partners to 
open our doors to families who might not 
otherwise have access. 

Through programs like Welcome Families, 
Museums for All, and Military Families, we 
create joyful, inclusive experiences that reflect 
the rich diversity of our community. We also 
hosted KidBuilder Day with First 5 OC, a free 
community day that invites families to explore, 
connect, and celebrate early learning through 
play. In 2025, we welcomed more through than 
30,000 guests through these opportunities.



Where Play Is Just the Beginning 

for Opportunity

“We had an amazing visit with our pre-K students. Watching their joy 
as they interacted with each other in the different learning spaces 
was priceless. We want to thank you for welcoming our little ones, 
many who could have otherwise never had the opportunity to visit 
due to their financial status.”
                                                                                                                             
-Lizette (Pre-K Teacher)

Through generous grant funding Pretend City hosted more than 
8,700 students and chaperones, for field trips, including those 
from 32 Title 1 schools supported with transportation. These 
visits brought classroom learning to life while they explored real-
world concepts like community roles and sustainability.



Where Play is Just the Beginning 
for Early Exploration

Pretend City welcomed over 2,200 to Baby Steps designed for children up to 
18 months of age and to support their parents and other caregivers. A slower-
paced environment focuses on exploration and early developmental 
milestones, helping caregivers better understand and support their child’s 
growth.

For families graduating from Baby Steps, Pretend City is introducing 
monthly Toddler Town for children ages 18 months to 3 years in 2026, along 
with new Prenatal and Postnatal Workshops, supporting expectant parents 
and breastfeeding mothers.

“I’m so happy to have 
discovered Baby Steps! What 
keeps us coming back is the fact 
that it’s designed for a relatively 
small group of kids who are 
similar in physical size and 
cognitive development. 

I also feel safe bringing our 
family to Pretend City for Baby 
Steps.”

-Rebecca 



Where Play is Just the Beginning 

for School Success

Our annual Good to Go Fair for families 

brought together community partners and 

educators to support parents and caregivers 

in nurturing their child’s development. 

Through hands-on activities, caring guidance, 

and meaningful conversations, 750 children 

and their caregivers left the Fair with practical 

tools to help the children grow into confident, 

curious and resilient learners. 

“The Good to Go Fair reflects everything we value 
about partnering with Pretend City - access, dignity, 
and support for families. It’s inspiring to see so many 
resources come together in one place, and we’re proud 
to be part of an event that makes such a 
real difference.”

- Community Partner



Where Play is Just the Beginning 

for Record-Breaking Giving

With a shared goal of surpassing every fundraising 
milestone before it, our committees, sponsors, and 
generous event attendees made it happen!

Our signature events, the 7th Annual Start Smart 
Luncheon and 16th Annual Poker Challenge 
reached truly record-breaking heights raising more 
than $450K.

“I’ve been honored to chair the Pretend City Luncheon for the 

past four years. I not only believe in their mission, I'm proud to 
say we’re a family that will give to their cause for generations.”
-Nelma, Event Chair and Board Member

“In 2009, Pretend City opened its doors. When it did, we quickly 
shifted our focus to raising the annual funds needed to keep the 
doors open and provide a safe place for young learners. Our 
answer was, let’s try a poker tournament and see how it 
goes. Sixteen years later, the event is one our supporters look 
forward to every October.”
-Hirad, Event Co-Chair and former Board Member



Where Play is Just the Beginning 

for Collective Impact

“Our family loves Pretend City. When we learned more about its 
mission to reach every family, our involvement grew. Through 
imaginative play, children develop intellect, decision-making skills, 
creativity, and more. Pretend City meets families where they are—
regardless of capacity, abilities, or background. It’s inclusive, 
accommodating, and welcoming.  It’s beautiful to be part of this 
community and know we helped build something so special.”

- Jannie and John 

In 2025, 136 dedicated Pretend 

City supporters joined together 

for the second year of our City 

Lights Giving Circle, all driven by 

a shared belief that every young 

child deserves the joy of learning 

through the power of play.



Where Play Is Just the Beginning 
for Our Future

Pretend City was featured in Orange County Business Journal’s
OC Leader Board.

The piece, written by our co-founders, Alex Airth and Sandy Stone, 
highlights how Pretend City, since 2009, is shaping the future for 
Orange County’s youngest learners through play-based 
experiences that help children prepare for school and for life, 
while also supporting the adults in their lives. They also share our 
journey as we work toward a larger and permanent home at the 
Great Park. Read Here  

Visit our website:

A blue text on a white background

Description automatically generated

https://boundlesscampaign.pretendcity.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/OC-Leader-Board-9.15.25-Clean-Reprint.pdf
https://boundlesscampaign.pretendcity.org/


We Are Grateful

Investing in the healthy development of our children benefits all of us. We could not accomplish our mission without 
the generosity, involvement, and enthusiasm of our 2025 supporters. We thank you for partnering with us to bring a 
unique, high quality learning experience to our community's young children and the caring adults in their lives.  

$100,000+

$50,000+
Edison International
Orange County Asian and Pacific Islander          
       Community Alliance
PNC Bank

The Crean Foundation
Institute of Museum and Library Services
Ramona Lawson
Nichole & Bill H. Lyon
Jacqueline B. Mars
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Samueli Foundation
Ueberroth Family Foundation

Anonymous
Erin & Jack Boyl
Capital Group Companies, Inc.
Edwards Lifesciences Corp.
Greg & Jennifer Ellis
Genesis Inspiration Foundation
Google.org
Ingram Micro
Irvine Subaru
Sherry & Parker Kennedy
King's Hawaiian
McBeth Foundation
Alison & Casey McCracken
MemorialCare Health System
Debbie & Bob Merion Family Fund
Desiree & Mark Montoya
Open Path Charitable Foundation
Pacific Life Foundation
Ellen Pais & Ed Honowitz
PwC
Mona & Rup Shah

Ronald M. Simon Family Foundation
Snyder Langston
Jill & Matt Stewart
Superior Grocers
Karen & Carl Tong
Yeshin & Steven Tsao
Universal Services of America -  Steve & Stacy Jones
US Bank

$10,000+
84Vikings4Good
Angels Baseball Foundation

$5,000+
Amort Construction, Inc. 
Anonymous (2) 
Argyros Family Foundation
Balboa Technologies
Craig and Gisele Barto Family Foundation
Barb & Scott Bitzer
Elliot & Jennifer Brown
Buchanan Street Partners
C&M Floors
Campos Cabada Family



Discount Tire and Service Centers
Barbara Dove
Ben & Taylor Drutman
Jennifer & Joe John Duran
Reesa & Hirad Emadi
EY
Gibson Dunn
Sue & Ken Harrison
Morris and Esther Horowitz Family Fund
Innovative Construction Solutions
Elizabeth & Keith Katkin
Bryan & Chiho Kelly
KPMG
LPA Inc.
Lyon Air Museum
Peggy Maddox
Mariner Foundation
Mars Foundation
Doreen D. Marshall Fund for Youth
Adrienne & Rick Matros
Doris & Kevin McHenry
Kari & Darin Moore
Morrow Commercial Inc. - Andrew Morrow
MS International. Inc.
Murphy Financial Services
Gary Nguyen
Northgate Market - Moises & Jordan Gonzalez
Evan Ocepek
Scott Risk Group
Sientra - Floyd Amuchie

Kerri & Danny Sonenshine
Sandy & Lynn Stone
Adina & Joshua Stowell
Tori & Trevor Tait
TAIT & Associates 
Lisa & J.R. Wetzel
Wilmington Trust
Myra & Randy Wood

Cherry Chang
Charles Schwab
Ryan & Brooke Chase
Iva & Aaron Chen
Chipotle
Elizabeth & Eric Chiu
Jannie & John Christensen
Lillian & Henry Chung
The Clay Family
Jon & Kristen Collins
Elizabeth Colton & Mel Honowitz
Column 4 Construction
Cox, Castle & Nicholson LLP
Pam & Ken Cruse
Mai, Steven, Noah and Selene Cundiff
Lesly & John Davenport
Belinda & Armando De La Libertad
Sandy & Roger De Young
Andre Dhont/Dhont Family Foundation
DJM Financial
Derek & Amy Draper
DrFormulas
Suzanne & Kevin Dunlap
Fairmont Schools
Sue and Jerry Farmer
FDP Charitable Foundation
Janice & David Fisher
Aaron Fletcher
Fletcher Jones - Greenstripe Media
Matt Forest

$1,000+
Melinda & Sergio Andonian
Anonymous (3)
Applied Medical
Amy & Ken Aspis
Association of Children's Museums
Sandy Avzaradel, Early Childhood Advocate
Michelle & Brady Barto
Sarah & Alec Berendt
Blackburn Family
Brandy & Ryan Blackmore
Laura & Todd Brooks
Jordan & Greg Brown
Jennifer & Peter Buchheim
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Cahill
Calibrate Ventures
CalOptima
Sally Carlson
The Cashion Foundation
Castle & Monarch Family Law



Brigitte & Craig Frankel
Valerie Fryer
Maggie & Mark Giannasi
Rita & Ira Goldberg
Dylan Gormly
Natalia Gourova & Anton Kedin
Greystar
Griffin Structures
Erin & Jennifer Hayden
Hoag Urgent Care
Morris and Esther Horowitz Family Fund
i-Base t
Sharon & Jarrod Ingle
Kevin Jhangiani & Payal Dholakiya
John Wayne Airport
Karen Jordan & Jeff Calborn
Paul Julian
Lindsay & Matt Kelly
Florence Kim
Jessica Kwon-Nguyen & Tony Nguyen
Ed & Mimi Lee
Lennar Corporation
Allison Liem
Lincoln Experience Center
Loaves & Fishes Foundation
London Consulting Group - Daniel Campos
Thomas William Lotts
Bahareh & Kam Mahdi
Marsh McLennan Agency
David & Marie May

Tiffany McCain
The Medina Family: 
       Jose, Jimmee, Cataleya, Xavier
Kathy & Gabriel Mohanna
Michael Monarch
Granaz & Iman Movahed
The Munson Family
JD Nanci
National Charity League Monarch Chapter
Eva & David Neeleman
Ian & Joyce Nuguit
Orange County Department of Education
Orange County Healthy Bites
Orgain
Rachel & Dick Owens
Paramount Extrusions
Peachy Pascual
Dale Peffer
Karina & Ronnie Pentz
Ron Pentz, Jr.
PIMCO
Naveen Poonian
Rady Children's Health
Riveron
Lisa & Duleep Rodrigo
Tom Rogers & Sally Anderson
Kathy & Dennis Ruvolo
Charles and Mildred Schnurmacher Foundation
Segerstrom Center for the Arts
Service Systems Associates

Matt & Jody Sivewright
Susan Song
Southern California Gas Company
Debby & Paul Spinner
Joe Stapleton
Diane & Larry Stern
Nigel Stobart & Kim Letch Stobart
Andria & Peter Stowell
Nancy & Lou Stremick
Marilyn & Thomas Sutton
 Tilley Family
Maria Tinajero-Dowdle & Paul Dowdle
Janice & Toan Ton
Lilly & Alex Topacio
Toro Coffee
Jo Toscana & Joe Menard
Trusted Tech
Uvas Foundation
Voluspa
Alison & Garth Wallace
Richard Ward
Maureen & Mike Wauters
Nella Webster O'Grady
Tanya & Zack Wesley
Withum
Sheila & Jay Witzling
Nicole & Patrick Wolfe
Monica & Randy Wong
Jolie & Zack Wyatt
Leslee Young



Yu Family
Ling & Charlie Zhang
Desiree & Shan Zubair

Kimberly & Mathew Grimm
Orlando Guillory
Lorraine Gyulay
Eileen & Jeff Hansotte
Jonny Hornberger
Bronson Jesme
JJ Kaplan Foundation
Karla Micalizzi
Ethan Morgan
Jennifer & Maurice Murray
Ude Ohuche & Oni Ononye
Orange County Community Foundation
Pacific Rim Capital
Suzan Lee Paek
Monica Paladini
Tejas Patel
Judy & Duncan Peterson
Dana & Kevin Rubin
Marc Santaularia
Andy Schmidt
Meghan & Jeff Scott
Kush Shah
Brenda Springer
Chris Taylor
Trader Joe's
Corey Udkoff
Hannah & Ari Vinocor
Frederick Wagner
Tony Witter
Barret Woods
Lisa & Jimmy Yu

$500+
Haider Abdullah
Alan Alvandi
Anduril Industries
Anonymous
Gwen & Ian Black
Karyn & Eric Brown
BURBERRY
Mike Caito
John Chiang
Sandra Chuon
City of Irvine
Lisa & Brian Clark
Diana & Matthew Coulson
Ina & Joe Cover
Colin Craver
Alex Dastmalchi
Emily & Mike DeLong
Tony Ditteaux
Elton Dixon
Marisa & Tim Dukovich
Julie & Adam Fingersh
Jason Forman
Brian Gelber
Scott Gladstone
Mackenzie Gray

$25+
Jason Aflague
Kim Aikin
Alana Akau
Nancy Alcala
Joemy Alvarado
Theresa Alvarez-Salazar
Floyd & Allina Amuchie
Bertha Andrade
Anonymous (9)
Alison & Adam Arena
Brian Arnold
Linda Baird
Alysia Banks & Deshawn Dana
Douglas Barry
Natalie Barsoum
Ruth Bass
Valia & Konstantionos Bastas
Megan Beckerle
Amy Beer
Sam Bempong
Danielle Bianchini
Christopher Blakeney
Raeleen Blokdyk
Linda Blue
Cullen Bock
Victoria Bock
Steve Bodziak
The Boeing Company
Stephanie Bogan



Raquel Bone
Kimberly Bradley
Patricia & Sean Brady
Christy Bravo
Jake Brooks
Vishaal Buch
Karyn Buky & Mike Frey
Anna Burgos
Nicole Bynum
Kathy Cadarette
Nicholas Cameron
Jacqueline Cardoza
Charles Carlson
Alan Cheng
Child Creativity Lab
Chilly Willy Desserts
Josh Cho
Anum Chotani
Lori & Jeff Christensen
Sabrina Clark
Vivian Clecak
Christina & Evan Coffey
Jen and Joe Coghill
Juli Collins
Laura Collins
Heather & Andrew Cook
Chris Corwin
Lisa Costa
Costco Wholesale Corporation
Antares Cui
Lani Culaciati

Jewel & Erick Darrington
Anahita & Ruzbeh Daruwalla
Jazmin De La Torre
Norma Delgado
Dana Deshawn
William Dickson
Sandy Dominguez
Leanne Dougherty
Drazaar LLC
Monica & Maxon Duncan
Alison Edwards
Joe Edwards
Trent Edwards
Dominique El Mallah
Cristina Elberson
Andra Ellingson
Nneka Emenyonu
Gwen Eng
Julie Enriquez
Nicole Espinoza
Deborah Evans
Onyee Ezi
William Faber
Farmers & Merchants Bank
Reagan Farrow
Magfelia Fauni
Pam Fenley
Patrick Fitzgibbon
Hope Flatt
Desiree Flores & Metin Yussein 
Ryan Fox

Chris Fulford
Jennie Gaborno
Pamela Gallagher
Wendy Ganza
Madelyn Garcia
Lety Gaumer
Karen Georgiou
Ann Gianopulos
Juleious Gipson
Vicky & Robert Glen
Rigo Gonzalez
Susan & Gil Goodridge
Google
Marlene & Steve Graham
Rachel Greenberg
Taylor Grella
Leah Gutierrez
Julian Hamood
Jenn Hanlin
Rachel Harold
Jill & Jeremy Hart
Taylor Hartmann
Heather & Jeff Haworth
Lindsay Hayward
Renee Hellman
Kerry Henriksen
Margarita Hernandez
Hewlett Packard Enterprise
Kathleen Hill
Shari Hill
Madelynn Hirneise



I Jerome Hirsch
Hannah & Julian Honowitz
Angie Hu & Dong Lu
Crystal Huang
Linda Hunter & Lee Slajer
Robin Ijams
Betty Ingram
Lori Irving
Jessica & Weston Isler
Sunny Jin & Abhay Patil
Elizabeth & Roger Johnson
Johnson Controls
Alyssa Jordan
Judy & Turan Kahraman
Sogole & Michael Kane
Claudia Keller
Deanna Kerylow
Brittany & Travis Kessy
Alice Kim
Elizabeth Kimura & Eric Chang
Brent Kinghorn
The Kroger Co.
Irma Landeros
Adrienne Landrum
Patrick Lape
Eddie Lee
Rene & Charlie Leeson
Elsa Leung
Susan Lew
Jingling Liu & Lih Chang
Adriana Lopez

Kelley & Jeff Lovell
George Loynd
David Lugo
Susie & Dave Mabie
Molly Magnuson & Joe Pennino
Anthony Mak
Paula Maki
Amanda & Brian Manahan
Olga Markiv
Vasiliki Marshall
Sherrie Martin
Andres Martinez Pais
Angela Mastromonico
Sharan Masuti
Natalie & Sean Matsler
Jasmine Matthews
Melissa Maxinoski
Dominic McClure
Mariah McDaniel
Colin McNeill
Aakash Mehta
Eric Mendelson
Denise Mendelssohn
Maila Mendoza
Ron Menezes
Donovan Miller
Stacy Miller
Marlene Mitrowski
Annie Monaghan
Daniel Monarch
Jeremy Monken

Diane Morfino
Morgan Stanley
Stephen Morissette
Beatriz Munoz
Kim Murphy
Grant Murray
Carmen and Steven Namenek
Luke Napolitano
Nate Natzke
Adriana Navarro
Carol Nealy
CC Nelson
Jaimee Nelson
Thanh Ngo
Anh Ngoc Nguyen
Samantha & Viet Nguyen
Matt Nouri
Debbie & Jeff Ohland
Anne Olin
OneHope Foundation
Anuli Ononye
Ezugo Ononye
Lacie & Dan Oots
Jazmin Ortiz
Diane Osaki
Keli Osaki
Arturo Padilla
Janice & Joshua Pais
Brittni & Scott Pantuso
Tiffany Patterson
Malea Patula



Shannon Pereira
Brett Perrine
Michelle Pham
Erin Pheasant
Cheryl & Sam Phen
Chris Ploessel
Regina Policicchio
Allen Polk
Barbara Powers
Alyson Quan
Mae & Steven Quan
Zolene Quindoy & Babak Siavoshy
James Rangel
Teresa Razo
Ashley Remillard
The Rhythm Child Network
Janelle Rios & Brian Alhanati
Stephanie Rivero
Diane Rogan
Esteban Rojas Acuna
Yesenia Rosas
Donna Ruggles
Scarleth Saenz
Tawnie & Dave Samson
Hermes Sandoval
Nicole & Eric Schmitz
Trevor Schramn
Ali Schwan
Denise Scott
Linda Scott-Katz & Mitch Katz
Khatira Shah & Ahmad Afzal

Rachel & Eddie Shih
Takashi Shiomi
Zabeth & William Shuman
Heidi Shurtz
Laurie & Porfie Sicaeros
Michele Silva
Marguerite Simoni-Leibovitch
Jenny Smith
Mary Smith
Kevin Sorensen
Britt Spano
David Spear
Lindsey Spindle
Mary Spinner
Andrew Stalnaker
Candice Staples
Starbucks
Jennifer Staudenbaur
Stephen Steckbeck
Mary Kay & Ron Stephens
Colin Tait
Lara Taniguchi
Gary Tateyama
Heather Taylor
Monica Tinajero
Toast Kitchen and Bakery
Andrian Torres
Yash Trivedi
Carly Tsurudome & Ian Figarsky
Amy Tung
Vivian Vales & Greg Mirigian

Karan Vashi
Jennifer & Michael Vergel de Dios
Mark Villegas
Christy Vo
Amelia Wade
Jon Wagner
Tara Walsh
Laura & Robert Walshe
Matt Ward
Regina Watson
Natalie & Brad Webster
Bradley Wedekind-Flores
Michael Welsh
Steve Weston
Pierre Wheeler
Whole Foods
Chantayne Wilchewski
Teresa Wilkinson
Alivia Williams
Taylor Williamson
Irene Willis
Jack Willyard
Falyn Wilson
Michelle & Brett Wilson
Justin Wolcott
Austin Wu
Jingwen Wu
Dieter Wulff
Diane & Jim Wysopal
Sylvia Yu



In 2025, 137 members joined or renewed their support with an unrestricted gift of $1,000 or more, helping ensure that every young child 
experiences the joy of learning through play. City Lights members receive exclusive museum updates and invitations to special events, 
while celebrating the collective impact of their generosity.

Our City Lights Giving Circle 

Alex and Alan Airth
Amort Construction, Inc. 
Floyd and Allina Amuchie
Sergio and Melinda Andonian
Anonymous
Sandy Avzaradel, 
   Early Childhood Advocate

Michelle and Brady Barto
Sarah and Alec Berendt
Barb and Scott Bitzer
Blackburn Family
Brandy and Ryan Blackmore
Travis and Leslie Boyd
Erin and Jack Boyl
Laura and Todd Brooks
Elliot and Jennifer Brown
Jennifer and Peter Buchheim
C&M Floors
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Cahill
Campos Cabada Family 
Sally Carlson
The Cashion Foundation
Cherry Chang

Ryan & Brooke Chase
Iva and Aaron Chen
Elizabeth and Eric Chiu
Jannie and John Christensen
The Clay Family
Jon and Kristen Collins
Elizabeth Colton and Mel Honowitz
Pam and Ken Cruse
Mai, Steven, Noah and Selene Cundiff
Lesly and John Davenport
Onur and Burcin Demirkaya
Roger and Sandy De Young
Andre Dhont/Dhont Family Foundation
Barbara Dove
Derek and Amy Draper
DrFormulas
Ben and Taylor Drutman
Marisa and Tim Dukovich
Kevin Dunlap
Jennifer and Joe John Duran
Greg and Jennifer Ellis
Reesa and Hirad Emadi
Sue and Jerry Farmer

Janice & David Fisher
Aaron Fletcher
Brigitte and Craig Frankel
Valerie Fryer
Maggie and Mark Giannasi
Rita and Ira Goldberg
Moises and Jordan Gonzalez
Natalia Gouvora and Anton Kedin
Sue and Ken Harrison
Eric & Jennifer Hayden
Morris and Esther Horowitz Family Fund
Sharon and Jarrod Ingle
Kevin Jhangiani and Payal Dholakiya
Karen Jordan, Charles Schwab
Elizabeth and Keith Katkin
Bryan and Chiho Kelly
Lindsay and Matt Kelly
Florence Kim
Jessica Kwon-Nguyen and Tony Nguyen
Ramona Lawson
Ed and Mimi Lee
Allison Liem
Loaves & Fishes Foundation

Jo-E Lopez, Snyder Langston
Thomas William Lotts
Bill H. and Nichole Lyon
Maddox Family
Peggy Maddox
Bahareh & Kam Mahdi
Colleen and Gregory Mateo
Rick and Adrienne Matros
Dave and Marie May
Tiffany McCain
Casey and Alison McCracken
Doris and Kevin McHenry
The Medina Family: 
   Jose, Jimmee, Cataleya, Xavier

Steven L. Miller
Kathy and Gabriel Mohanna
Mark and Desiree Montoya
Kari and Darin Moore
Andrew and Kortney Morrow 
The Munson Family
JD Nanci
Eva & David Neeleman
Gary Nguyen



Our City Lights Giving Circle Members (Cont.)
Ian and Joyce Nuguit
Evan Ocepek
Rachel & Dick Owens
Ellen Pais and Ed Honowitz
Peachy Pascual
Dale Peffer
Karina and Ronnie Pentz
Ron Pentz, Jr.
Jason Rich, Snyder Langston
Lisa and Duleep Rodrigo
Tom Rogers and Sally Anderson
Kathy and Dennis Ruvolo
Mona and Rup Shah
Matt and Jodie Sivewright
Danny and Kerri Sonenshine
Susan Song
Paul and Debby Spinner
Joe Stapleton
Diana and Larry Stern
Jill and Matt Stewart
Nigel Stobart & Kim Letch Stobart
Sandy and Lynn Stone
Adina and Joshua Stowell
Andria and Peter Strelow
Nancy and Lou Stremick
Kyle and Breanna Suryan
Trevor and Tori Tait

The Tilley Family
Janice & Toan Ton
Carl and Karen Tong
Lilly and Alex Topacio
Jo Toscana and Joe Menard
Yeshin and Steven Tsao
Garth and Alison Wallace
Richard Ward
Maureen and Mike Wauters
Nella Webster O' Grady
Zachary and Tanya Wesley
Sheila and Jay Witzling
Patrick and Nicole Wolfe
Monica and Randy Wong
Randy and Myra Wood
Jolie & Zack Wyatt
Leslee Young
Yu Family
Charlie and Ling Zhang
Desiree and Shan Zubair To learn more visit: 

www.pretendcity.org/city-lights

https://www.pretendcity.org/city-lights/
https://www.pretendcity.org/city-lights/
https://www.pretendcity.org/city-lights/


We gratefully acknowledge our Boundless! Capital Campaign donors* for their visionary support and commitment to our mission. Their 
generosity lays the foundation for inspired futures shaped by rich creative experiences at our new home in the Great Park and ensures 
lasting impact for years to come.

The Airth Family 
Allied Universal - Jones Family
Allina and Floyd Amuchie
Anonymous (3)
Canise and Drew Arredondo
Cheryl and David Ball
Michelle and Brady Barto
Scott and Barb Bitzer 
Leslie and Travis Boyd Family 

Charitable Foundation
Erin and Jack Boyl
The Buchheim Family 
Campos-Cabada Family 
Capital Group Companies, Inc.
John Chiang

Our Boundless! Capital Campaign Donors

Henry and Lillian Chung
City of Irvine
Crean Foundation
Colin, Lesley, and Eliot Davis
Dhont Family Foundation
Discount Tire and Service Centers
Foundation Building Materials
First 5 Orange County
The Larry and Helen Hoag Foundation
Ingram Micro
Parker Kennedy Family
Alexandra and Logan Ketchum
John Kirkowski Family
Ramona Lawson
The Lee Family Trust

Nichole and Bill H. Lyon
The General William Lyon Family 
Nelma and Larry Maddox
Jacqueline B. Mars
Casey and Alison McCracken
Debbie and Bob Merion Family Trust
Kathy and Gabriel Mohanna
Mark and Desiree Montoya
Moon Valley Landscape
Darin and Kari Moore
Morgan Lewis
MSI
Open Path Charitable Foundation
Pacific Life Foundation
Ellen Pais and Ed Honowitz 

PBS SoCal
Anya Popov and Josh Mermelstein
Rady Children's Health (formerly CHOC)
Samueli Foundation
Sandbox Synergy

 Connor Wong and Wilson Song
Shadetree Partnership
SW Boulder & Stone
Sandy and Lynn Stone
The Stowell Family 
Sun / Mullarkey Family
Kyle and Breanna Suryan
Ueberroth Family Foundation
VIZIO
J.R. and Lisa Wetzel
Myra and Randy Wood

*Donors to our OC Marathon Pretend City team are recognized on the annual donor listing.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you again to our dozens of donors who contributed items to our fundraising events throughout the year. 

This report acknowledges donors who contributed January 1 – December 31, 2025. Every effort has been made to assure the accuracy of your name. If your name has been misspelled, omitted, or 
listed improperly, please accept our apology and contact Madelyn Garcia at Madelyn.Garcia@pretendcity.org so that we may correct our records.

Additionally, while every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the data presented in this report, some figures may be subject to updates or corrections. Any significant adjustments will be 
communicated through appropriate channels.

mailto:Madelyn.Garcia@pretendcity.org


Early Childhood Learning - A Smart Investment

Revenue  - $4,362,480.15 Expenses - $4,003,936.08

*Includes individual, grants (including govt) and events gross revenue.
NOTE: Based on unaudited financials and does not include capital pledges and expenses, in-kind services or depreciation 
expense.

Admissions 45%

Memberships 14%

Field Trips 2%

Birthday & Rentals 3%

Contributions* 31%

Other 5%

Programming 50%

Occupancy 18%

Marketing 9%

Fundraising 14%

Administrative 9%



Thank you for your generosity and belief in early 

childhood development and in Pretend City’s ability 

to spark exploration, curiosity and joy through 

play –  while giving each child a strong foundation for 

a life-long journey of learning and wellbeing.

Together we elevate our community’s understanding 

that play is just the beginning for a brighter future 

for every child.

In 2025 we celebrated 16 years of play. . . 

and everything play makes possible!  
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